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BONDS MEADOW COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting Held on 11th January 2016 at Ashdale 
 

Present: John Ward (Chair), Lynne Ward, Margaret Martin, Peter Aldous 
  Christina Brinded, Peter Brinded, Tony Fokinther 
 
Apologies: Dorothy Gordon, Lindsey Andrews, Steve Moore, Allyson Barron,  
  Brian Hunter, Sheila Hunter 
 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting were agreed to be accurate. 
 
Matters Arising 
   
The signage was not addressed.  This will be an additional agenda item. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  (given by Margaret on behalf of Dorothy) 
 
Finance Report as at 11-01-17 
Balance b/f         1,079.58 
Tree Planting – Money raised                         Nov          42.17      
Donation                                                                                               20.00 
Grove Primary School                                                                         250.00 
Harrods Newsagent – Advert in Newsletter    Dec                                20.00  
                                                                                                         1,411.75 
23/11/2016 Peter Aldous Petty Cash Float            Q60      (35.00) 
05/12/2016 Peter Aldous       Hi Viz Jackets                Q61                 (89.94) 
  
Balance as at 30-12-16         Statement No 89                                ________ 
          1,286.81 
 
Insurance Renewal.    The Zurich Insurance Policy is due for renewal on 17th February 2017. 
It was agreed to renew at a cost of £259-89.  Margaret has documents.  Peter A will double- 
check the insurance is fit for purpose. 
Pay Pal Account.   Dorothy requires access to this.  Margaret will ask Brian how to access 
this. 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
It has been another busy spell with several developments and more than usual to report. 
 
Encroachment.  John gave an update on the encroachment.   He discovered the large 
encroachment is not registered after all.  Another piece of land is registered to a property in 
Chestnut Avenue and has not been fenced off.  Chris Green, the Planning Officer said he 
would continue to enforce the fence removal on the large encroachment, but only when he 
has time.  Chris contacted the Floods Authority and the bad news is they are not interested 
in the water course.  They said it is a “moribund water course” and the surface water is taken 
away by other means.  John has written to the land registry to ask if they have any record of 
Waveney District Council trying to register the unregistered land or have put in a statement 
of interest.  The Land Registry directed him to certain parts of their website that John has yet 
to look at.  They would not answer the questions with regard to the Council.  John finds this 
unsatisfactory and he will try them again and/or put in a freedom of information request.  He 
can circulate the reply to members of the committee to look for their input/opinion.  We need 
to positively take this forward.  Find out how to register land or push the Council to do it.  
This may involve putting a statement of interest in.  Preferably the Council should do it, but  
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Chair’s Report (continued) 
 
as an Association, we may be able to take action.  In the last few days a resident reported 
that a fence elsewhere has been extended by about 32 feet.  There are no signs at present 
of any fencing off of Bonds Meadow itself.  John has responded to the resident.  We will 
monitor this to make sure the space is kept open.   
 
Fly-Tipping.  On 23rd December it was reported to Peter Aldous that several bin bags of 
rubbish had been left at the Bonds Meadow residents’ entrance.  John investigated.  Two 
bags were ripped open and John found packaging with an address on it.  John contacted the 
police who could not help but referred him to the environment section of the Council.  They 
said it would be taken seriously and sorted out.  By early January it had not been collected 
so John chased it and spoke to Daniel Wareing of Waveney Norse.  A few days passed, it 
was still not collected.  John chased again.  It was all removed except for one concealed 
bag.  John impressed upon Daniel the work the Association does, not least of which, is litter 
picking, and have pressed him to tackle the individual whose address was found in the bags.  
Daniel said we must not assume guilt but he has written to the person.  A good thing to come 
out of this is that Daniel is now aware of us and has offered gloves and bags for litter 
collection and, if John understands correctly, is offering for Norse to take away the scrap 
collected from the eastern wood clearance.   John understands the remaining rubbish has 
been collected by the volunteers and it has been arranged for Norse to collect it. 
Suffolk Norse.  John has written to Peter Ross on behalf of the BMCA to thank him for his 
support, both practically within the meadow and for his help with the newsletter.  John took 
the opportunity to ask about help with dredging the pond and he referred him to a company 
who Waveney Norse use, for us to get a quote and report back to him to see whether they 
could pay for the digger hire.  Peter Aldous arranged a meeting with the company that John 
believes he was already in touch with, and will no doubt report the outcome. 
Ragwort.   John contacted Suffolk Wildlife Trust but they cannot supply ragwort.  They said it 
is common in the countryside.  If it has not established itself in Bonds Meadow over the 
years, then the likelihood is that the soil conditions are not right.  They suggested we try to 
collect seed from the wild.  They have sent advice sheets for various things including grass 
land management.  One notable point is that SWT suggest we should leave some patches of 
long grass when mowing. 
Record Office. John has started the process of opening a species record keeping account 
with Suffolk Biological Recording, as advised a while ago by Tracey Housley at SWT.  This 
looks very interesting and could be very helpful when trying to secure better protection for 
the meadow.  It would involve members of the BMCA signing up to their e-mails to report 
their species recording in the meadow.  John will circulate information soon. 
Newsletter.  John and Lynne’s friend, Robert Knight, an ex-printer, very kindly proof-read the 
newsletter.  John then met Tony to go through the corrections.  John would like to thank 
Robert on behalf of the BMCA.   
Bio-Toilet.  John e-mailed Richard Hackney of Waveney Norse to ask for his views on the 
installation of the bio-toilet.  His replies arrived today.  John has not yet had time to look at 
them in detail but it seems that, subject to certain caveats, Richard has no objection and 
may be able to help.   
Persimmon.  On 10th January, John noticed work was underway on the Persimmon pipe on 
the north side of Sands Lane.  John met Richard Stone who had not been informed.  He had 
contacted Persimmon only that day as he still has not had the necessary legal issues sorted.  
John contacted Simeon Nelson at Persimmon who replied:- “I expect Waveney Norse to 
undertake their necessary works prior to the beginning of March.  However, I am yet to 
receive any firm dates from them at present.  When I know more, I would be more than 
happy to share this information with you, or/and meet with you to discuss any issues”. 
Website.  John has not updated the website as Chris Newman is coming to the end of his 
master’s degree.  He will be free after this Monday.  If we would like to prepare text and 
photos for updates, he will do them very soon. 
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PROJECT MANAGERS REPORT                                    11th January 2017 
Activity – Recently. 

Volunteers – Regularly we have 6, not including Margaret. Paul has been attending recently 
as he is between jobs. Ollie has been missing for several weeks now. No sign of the two 
people from Access Community Trust. I gave Hi Viz jackets to Tony, Paul and Mandy, and we 
have 6 more coming, courtesy of Peter Ross. Really nice to get together for a social drink 
post- Christmas – we have bonded into a good team. 

Eastern Woods pathway – We have now broken through the dense undergrowth and have 
come out as planned in the rear pathway that runs down to Sands Lane. Great effort by all 
concerned. Peter Ross is due on Tuesday week with a chipper to enable us to lay down a 
clear path. This will be his second chipper visit, and last time he brought a colleague to 
assist us. We filled a second skip, again all in a day. We have also located quite a bit of long 

ago dumped fly-tipping.  Yesterday we got it all together and have left it for Waveney Norse to 
remove.   I think that we should hold an official opening for the Eastern Woods, and I have 
pencilled in Feb 14th. Who should perform the opening? Do we need the Lowestoft Journal 
to attend? 

 
Tree Planting event. Great success. Over 100 members of the public attended during the 
morning. This included 30 scouts and parents. In total all 460 trees were planted. One heck 
of an undertaking in 4 hours. Grateful thanks to the work party members who made it 
possible by taking charge of designated groups. Not easy to coordinate, but all good in the 
end. Lindsey was pleased to get her 'tree hugging' activities running, all part of the 
Woodland Trust’s requirement.  
 
Other activities included - Wildflower seeds/Daffodil bulbs – All 800 daffodil bulbs have 
been planted in Eastern woods, and along the embankment at Sunhenge. The wildflower 
seeds went into the last dug patch, and we have yet to erect Muntjac-deterring fences. Bark 
– Covering all pathways to Sunhenge. Bug Hotels – Two have been completed and are 
currently booking guests. 
 
Fly-tipping by a Bonds Meadow resident.   I will leave John to update us. Whilst on 
rubbish, Margaret reported 50 British Heart donation bags dumped near Hall Road.  
Margaret informed British Heart Foundation who apologized and said they will investigate 
and try to ensure it does not happen again. 
 
3 Year Plan for Bonds Meadow – Complete document sent to Peter Ross who has 
requested costings of major projects. I am in the process of compiling them currently. 
 
Large pond update – I met with Mick Waters of PW Waters last Friday. In summary 1. He 
doesn't have a vehicle that could do the job this time of the year as it is too muddy, and it 
would probably get stuck. 2.  Cost in region of £50ph, would take 1.5 days so approx. £600. 
3. To use a long reach, tracked vehicle from another contractor would cost approx. £1200, 
plus £300 to get it on site. 4. If we could postpone until late Sept he believes that he could 
do the job. What do we tell Peter Ross?   Peter Aldous.    Project Manager 
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BONDS MEADOW     Key tasks 
                   7 weeks 
  
January 3rd – February 14th 2017 
 
January 3rd   Continue with Eastern Wood pathway 
January 10th Continue with Eastern Wood Pathway 
January 17th Peter Ross – Wood chip Eastern Wood 
                     Pathway 
January 24th Move Silver Birch from Sunhenge     
                     encroachment – Peter Aldous away 
January 31st Erect wire enclosures for wild flower seeds                     Peter Aldous away 
February 7th Weed & Tidy Community Orchard 
February 14th Peter Ross visit? Opening of Eastern 
                      Wood - Invite Press? 

 It was agreed to hold the official opening of the Eastern Woods on 14th February.  It was 
suggested we should invite our County Councillor, Len Jacklin, to open it.  Lynne will contact 
him to ask if he is free. 
 
Dredging of Pond.   Is there anything we can do to help the pond short-term?  Peter A 
suggested trees could be taken down as lack of light is affecting the pond.  Thus could be 
done before the nesting season.  If the pond freezes, we can easily remove duckweed.  
Peter suggested using PW Waters Services in September, as this is the least expensive 
option and would not be unduly disruptive. 
 
Chipper 
 
Peter A confirmed we still need our own chipper so will go ahead with the purchase of a 
chipper from the locality budget.  Peter will order wood-chip from Waveney Norse.  Margaret 
will e-mail Mark Ross’ contact details.  The money is being held for us but we have to 
purchase before March 2018.  Current County Councillors will serve until the election in May. 
There was a question about storage.  Margaret will e-mail Allyson to ask if she can still store 
a chipper.  If we need to spend £500 on something else, we need to apply now.  Peter A said 
if Waveney Norse can supply us regularly there will be no need for our own chipper, but this 
source has not been reliable in the past.  We need to ensure there is enough wood for 
habitat.  Christina suggested supplying SOLD with wood and creating wood sculptures.  
Peter A will speak to Mark Ross about chipping supply.   
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Newsletter 
 
It is expected that Peter Ross will bring the newsletter when he next visits.  Tony has done a 
distribution spreadsheet.  Margaret will e-mail Tony a list of current members, local 
councillor’s addresses and the address of Brian Thornton of Anglia in Bloom.  Tony said he 
would like to deliver all the newsletters.  Lynne said she can deliver to Woods Meadow.  
Tony has produced a content plan for the next newsletter, although there will be unpredicted 
things coming up.  The plan includes deadline dates.  We are hoping that Ivan Bunn will do a 
regular feature.  The next newsletter should be out by 12th June. Hopefully this will be prior 
to the AGM.  (AGM date to be an agenda item for the next meeting).  Tony was thanked for 
his hard work. 
 
This will be an agenda item for the next meeting.  So far we have 29th October pencilled in 
for a Halloween Event.  We also hope to have a Big Butterfly Count and a Discover Bonds 
Meadow Event (Butterflies of Britain to decide the dates) 
 
Signage 
 
We need to make some decisions.  Peter Ross can provide simple signage.  We need to e-
mail ideas.  The working party can advise.  Margaret reminded that the police have advised 
putting “No Fires Please” signs in the Dell. 
 
Enabling Communities, etc. 
 
Peter Ross gave Peter A some links regarding money and availability of grants.  “Enabling 
Communities” invites groups to apply for grant support up to £2000.  It is currently closed, 
but will open again in April.  Tesco “Bags of….” Scheme.  This is similar to the Co-op 
Scheme and is generated by carrier bag income.  There is an “in store” vote.  Tony 
mentioned that Barclays have a scheme which matches whatever an organization raises.  It 
will be available this year.  We will find out more details. 
 
Website 
 
This has been covered in the Chair’s Report. 
 
AOB 
 
For future projects John Ward would like to source more squirrel-proof bird boxes.  John, our 
previous contact, has offered to make them at cost price.  We could hold a community event 
to install the boxes. 
 
Date of the Next Meeting     
 
This will be at Ashdale on Tuesday 21st February at 7.15 for a 7.30 pm start. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  

                                                                        

                                                                                                        


